
page 20

Winter Planter Challenge
I hope you have been paying a! en" on to Beechgrove Garden as Kirsty Wilson 

has so ably inspired us to make be! er use of our houseplants. Now it’s your turn 

to try.

We would like to invite you to produce an Indoor Planter using any material 

that you have available. You can use any living plant material including bulbs, 

houseplants or edibles but not ar" fi cial plants.

We have even made it easy for you to exhibit your planter from the comfort of 

your home as all we require is a photograph.

The planters will be judged by Kirsty Wilson, the “Queen of Houseplants” herself. 

The winning entries will be shown on our Facebook page.

Please download the instruc" ons from the website and remember that this is a 

fun ac" vity and there will be fabulous(ish) prizes.

www.sco$  shgardenersforum.org.uk/events/

Kathryn Pi! s
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Le� er from the Chair

As the season comes to an end, I 

have been pu"  ng my garden to bed 

and insula# ng my greenhouse in 

prepara# on for the colder days ahead. 

I’m making a list of jobs for next year, 

spli"  ng the Agapanthus, 

replacing some of the Lilies 

and no# ng where to prune.

My neighbour has had 

a very ugly huge conifer 

removed from her garden 

and as I marvel at the extra 

sunlight, I no# ce a pair of 

puzzled looking pigeons on 

a nearby roof. Have they 

just lost their home and 

where will the blackbird 

perch to sing his joyful 

song a$ er a spring shower?

The travel restric# ons have meant 

that I’ve been looking closer to home 

for gardens and parks to visit and 

it has been good to rediscover old 

favourites. Saughton Park, Inveresk 

Lodge and the RBG Edinburgh are 

famous for their herbaceous borders,  

but nothing beats Dawyck or Branklyn 

for autumn spectacle and the scones 

are well worth the journey (see front 

cover).

My local Garden Centre 

is looking cheerful with 

bright Cyclamen but I am 

wai# ng for their display of 

Poinse"  a. Last year I joined 

a tour of the glasshouses 

to see the plants in 

prepara# on for the fes# ve 

season. I have never seen 

such variety of colour from 

white to scarlet and every 

shade in between. The 

young woman leading the 

tour was Mexican and she explained 

that in her region the Poinse"  a grow 

wild along the roadside. I think she 

was puzzled to fi nd that we wanted 

such weeds to grace our homes.
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Regional Co-Ordinators

North  Ann Vincent, Nairn and District HS

north@sco�  shgardenersforum.org.uk

North East  Tom Campbell, Brighter Bervie

northeast@sco�  shgardenersforum.org.uk 

East Kathryn Pi! s, Penicuik HS

  east@sco�  shgardenersforum.org.uk

Fife Mike Rossi

 fi fe@sco�  shgardenersforum.org.uk

Lothian Vacancy

West Central Andrea McDowall, Kirkin" lloch HS

westcentral@sco�  shgardenersforum.org.uk

West  Veronica Davis

  west@sco�  shgardenersforum.org.uk

Council Mee! ngs in Covid Times

l to r from top: Kathryn Pi! s, Alison Murison, Tracy Elrick, Tom Campbell, Mike Rossi,  Ray Collison, 

Anne Vincent, John Smith & Ann Burns, Andrea McDowall at the latest Council Mee" ng.
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Kathryn Pi" s
Chair

I’m looking forward to next year in the 

hope that things will be easier for us 

all, but before that I think I’m going 

to have to organise an Alterna" ve 

Christmas. The thought of ten people 

from six diff erent households from all 

corners of the UK is enough to give 

our First Minister a panic a! ack so I’m 

planning for a Quail and an individual 

Christmas pudding followed by a 

Zoom session with my loved ones. 

On the bright side there won’t be 

any arguments about who is the 

designated driver.

I would like to wish everyone a very 

Happy Christmas and a safer and 

healthier New Year.

Keep posi" ve, we know what we have 

to do so that we can get through this 

and hopefully we will emerge stronger, 

able to meet up with friends and 

family again, and get on with the really 

important things in life like gardening.

It was so dull last weekend, without 

a hint of sunshine for 48 hours, that 

I was convinced that ‘the end of the 

world was nigh’! Seasonal Aff ec" ve 

Disorder and staying under the duvet 

seem the best op" ons for this " me of 

year. ‘Bring the outdoors in’ I say if it’s 

too nasty to go outside. 

Cut fl owers get quite expensive at 

this fes" ve " me of year but can easily 

be supplemented with some real 

Christmas stars from the garden: 

Cut some yellow variegated holly from 

the garden to fi ll out a vase of red 

carna" ons or lilies. If you prefer light 

colours, cut lengths of Eucalyptus or 

dead grass fl owers and give them a 

light spray with silver or white paint –  

they will look a treat with pale roses.

To add scent to an arrangement add a 

few Mahonia fl owers, a stem or two of 

‘Christmas box’ Sarcococca confusa, 

or the odd branch of Viburnum 

bodnantense; none of which are great 

lookers… but boy, what a scent!

So hopefully you are inspired to get 

out from under the duvet? Merry 

Christmas!

Ann Burns

Outside In

Sarcococca or Christmas Box
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2020 has seen numerous Annual 

Shows being cancelled and there was 

no excep! on for Helensburgh & Gare-

loch Hor! cultural Society. As usual we 

had placed our order with RHS for a 

Banksian Medal, to be awarded to the 

person with most points in the hor! -

cultural classes, but as we had to cancel 

our Flower & Vegetable Show we had 

no-one to present the medal to. 

Recognising this problem, the RHS 

made the sugges! on that, for this year 

only, Socie! es might wish to award the 

medal to a member who has gone out 

of their way to support their Society or 

community throughout lockdown and 

beyond. 

Our Commi" ee unanimously agreed 

that our Banksian Medal for this 

year should be awarded to Graham 

Greenwell, and this is why:

At the start of the year Graham and 

her team started sowing sweet peas, 

growing plug plants and obtaining 

plant dona! ons from members in 

prepara! on for our annual Plant Sale 

which is held in May. Once the country 

was put into lockdown it became clear 

that the Sale would not be going ahead 

but, undaunted, Graham decided that 

the Sale could be held online.

An extensive list of all the plants 

available was prepared and sent out to 

our membership. At this ! me, garden 

centres and nurseries were generally 

not opera! ng so it was not surprising 

that the orders came fl ooding in and 

stock was quickly sold out. The next 

problem was how to distribute the 

bought plants. This was achieved by 

giving those people who were not 

shielding a specifi c pick-up ! me, so that 

they could collect their orders in a safe 

manner. For those who couldn’t leave 

their gardens, orders were delivered to 

their gates. 

Our members were so pleased at being 

able to buy good quality plants at very 

compe! ! ve prices, and this certainly 

helped to li%  everybody’s spirits at 

a ! me when there was li" le to cheer 

about. 

Graham’s next target was the Annual 

Bulb Sale which is held in September 

each year. Because of the restric! ons 

in force, it would not be able to take 

place in the Church Hall as usual. On 

the back of the successful online Plant 

Sale, it was decided to off er bulbs for 

sale in the same way, and Graham 

put together a PowerPoint slideshow 

containing colour pictures of all the 

bulbs available. This was issued to 

members in July and again the orders 

came in thick and fast. This meant 

having to handle thousands of bulbs 

that were supplied in bulk and had 

to be made up into each individual 

member’s order. Spring bulbs are what 

many gardeners look forward to a% er 

a miserable Sco(  sh Winter, and our 

members were delighted that they had 

the opportunity to buy the bulbs they 

wanted at prices that benefi " ed from 

Helensburgh and Gareloch

Hor� cultural Society
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Dear God

I’m afraid I’ll be late

For your invita! on to tea.

Please forgive me.

However heavenly the scones

 with cream,

However divine the chocolate éclair

I can wait rather longer

To indulge in such fare.

Chris receives his Cer� fi cate of Merit from George Anderson, Hon President of The Caley

Independence is my nature

Premoni! ons are o% en defi ed.

Replaced by a miracle instead

A cause of celebra! on.

Scones can be baked in the oven again

The pot warmed by the hearth

I’ll accept somewhat later, if I may,

And join you for A% ernoon tea.

Permission was given by Elisabeth Davies to include this poem, taken from Chris 

Davies’s anthology ‘Refl ec� ons by the Water’.

Shiona Mackie
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It is with much sadness that the 

Sco!  sh Gardeners’ Forum learnt of 

the recent death on 23rd September 

2020, of Chris Davies, former Editor of 

the SGF newsle" er. SGF members will 
fondly remember Chris as the kindly, 
humorous and persistent pursuer of 
ar# cles for the newsle" er during the 
period of his tenure from 2008 un# l 
2018. What SGF members might not 
have been aware of were his numerous 
other interests and talents which he 
was able to fully explore during his 
re# rement.

Chris was born in the Midlands and 
went to Durham University to study 
modern languages. He became fl uent 
in German, French and Swedish. He 
subsequently went to Cambridge 
University for teacher training. He soon 
realised that teaching was not for him, 

and thus entered the world of business. 
His job took him and his wife, Elisabeth, 
all over the world, eventually bringing 
him to Edinburgh in 1983.

Following his re# rement, he immediately 
began his long involvement with the 
Colinton community. He was a mainstay 
of the Colinton Garden Club and Colinton 
Episcopal Church. Chris was put forward 
to stand for the Council of the SGF in 
2003. In 2008, he became Editor of the 
SGF newsle" er and very much infl uenced 
its evolu# on over the following 10 years. 
One of Chris’s great strengths was his 
networking abili# es, acquired during his 
management days, and put to good use as 
he forged links across Scotland’s garden 
clubs and socie# es.

In 2013, Chris received the BEM 
(Bri# sh Empire Medal) for services to 
his local community, and in 2017 he 
was awarded a Cer# fi cate of Merit 
by the RCHS (The Caley) for his 
contribu# ons to the Colinton Garden 
Club and the SGF. He was always very 
clear that he was not a gardener – his 
wife, Elisabeth, was the gardener – he 
was the manager!

Chris was a musician (he played guitar 
and piano, and sang with the Edinburgh 
Academy Choir), an angler, a golfer, and 
a writer of poetry – some of which crept 
into the SGF newsle" er. It is, therefore, 
fi !  ng to end this short apprecia# on of 

Chris Davies, with one of his poems.

Chris with Roger Evans at the AGM

hosted by Kirkin� lloch

Christopher Davies, 1939 – 2020
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bulk purchase by the Society. 

These events are a major contributor 

to the Society’s Accounts and had they 

not gone ahead in online format, our 

income for the year would have been 

signifi cantly aff ected. 

The requirements for social distancing 

over this period meant that only a 

limited number of people were able to 

assist but it is a credit to Graham and 

her small team that they were able to 

achieve what they did. 

The Society is indebted to Graham for 

her enthusiasm and commitment to 

these events.

Tom Stewart
Chair, HGHS

The Kilmacolm Hor# cultural Society 

invited their members to support the 

Kilmacolm Virtual Flower Show project 

in September 2020, a* er the necessary 

cancella# on of the tradi# onal annual 

Show at our Village Centre. 

The idea was to keep it simple – no judging 

of photographs or awarding of Cups in the 

various categories. Instead we suggested 

a photographic compila# on of the usual 

categories in Cut Flowers, Vegetables, 

Pot Plants, Floral Art, Homebaking etc, 

with garden views or personalised entries 

welcomed too.

We were delighted when the 

responses rolled in. From a Society of 

180 members, 43 entrants produced a 

huge range of 370 photographs which 

encapsulated our vision of a Virtual 

Show that could include the tradi# ons 

of our usual Show plus the opportunity 

to show off  gardens in bloom.

The KHS website con# nues to entertain  at:

kilmacolmhor# cultural.com/

2020-virtual-show/

Jill Russell
Secretary, KHS

Two entries for the Kilmacolm 

Virtual Show

Kilmacolm HS
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With Christmas approaching, it is 

always a puzzle to think what to buy 

other people. If they are gardeners, I 

have a couple of sugges! ons for items 

I have found to be par! cularly useful. I 

prefer to receive a present that is useful, 

rather than toiletries or 

chocolates, so if friends 

are asking what you 

might like, these might fi t 

the bill.

My all-! me favourite 

gardening tool is the 

Japanese razor hoe, 

made by Burgon and Ball. 

It is a hand tool and is just 

magic at clearing weeds. 

I am afraid that the advice to hoe li# le 

and o$ en does not always get put into 

prac! ce and there are areas that get 

completely overgrown while I am not 

looking, or I might want to convert 

a rough area to a fl ower bed. I don’t 

mind being on my hands and 

knees and the razor hoe makes 

short work of cu&  ng under 

weeds, even ma# ed grass. 

It is much quicker than hand 

weeding or digging. The tool 

comes in le$  and right handed 

versions. It also comes on the 

end of a long handle like a 

conven! onal hoe but I haven’t 

tried that. My one complaint 

is that the handle is beau! ful 

varnished wood. Although very 

a# rac! ve, it makes it hard to 

spot where you have put the 

tool down so I have wound 

insula! ng tape Sue’around the handle. 

The recommended price is £19.99 but 

you can fi nd it for less on the internet.

My second sugges! on is gardening 

gloves. I’ve tried many kinds, leath-

er, fabric and synthe! c, and I always 

manage to wear holes 

through the index fi nger 

and thumb. The most 

hard wearing and com-

fortable that I have found 

are called Showa 370 

Floreo. They are made 

from nylon and polyester 

with a nitrile palm. They 

do not become bri# le like 

some other gloves I have 

tried. They can go through the wash-

ing machine as well. My previous pair 

lasted over 4 years before I wore holes 

in them. They can be bought for un-

der £6. The company that make them 

(Globus) also say they are now making 

Some Ideas for Christmas

Sue’s Japanese Razor Hoe
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On a dark wintry evening, before 

the rules changed our lives, a group 

of friends met in a large farmhouse 

kitchen. We arrived armed with bags 

of Ivy, pine cones, assorted greenery 

and berries. The wise ones brought 

fi ne wire, twine and glue guns while 

the though' ul ones brought mince 

pies and Gluhwein (non-alcoholic of 

course).

We were gathered together for a master 

class in making decora! ons to grace our 

hearths, tables and doors to welcome our 

guests over the Christmas fes! vi! es.

Many of us had tried in the past to 

produce something that we could be 

proud to display, only to fi nd we ended 

with an un! dy pile of twigs. This year 

however was going to be diff erent, as 

we had a secret weapon in the form of 

a professional fl orist.

We were introduced to the art of wiring 

small bunches of greenery to a frame 

and then adding berries, fl owers or other 

decora! ons. Working slowly seems to 

be the key to success and making sure 

of a fi rm base to build upon.

By the end of the evening we all had 

something beau! ful and fes! ve to take 

home. We were amazed and surprised at 

how imagina! ve we had become.

This year there seems to be an 

abundance of berries in our gardens 

or hedgerows, so why not try your 

hand at making a wreath or Yule log? 

You will be rewarded with a sense of 

accomplishment and the lovely scent 

of pine and spice in the house.

As so many people will be unable to 

meet up with friends or family this 

year it has been suggested that we 

all decorate our windows and doors 

to bring a li# le cheer to passers-by – 

remember the rainbows? Just think 

how impressed folks will be with your 

handmade seasonal background when 

you speak to them on Zoom or Skype 

calls.

Have a very happy Christmas and enjoy 

your decora! ng!

Kathryn Pi! s

Decora" ng for Christmas
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Looking out of the window, the garden 

and trees are a riot of autumn colours 

enhanced by the late autumn sunshine, 

the vegetable garden is looking a bit 

bleak with only a few hardy vegetables 

hanging on in there, and the fl ower 

beds have lost their show.

The so"  fruits have all been made into 

jams neatly displayed on the shelves, 

the apples have been made into pies 

and crumbles and safely stored in the 

freezer along with a variety of soups 

ready for winter lunches to come.

It is good to be out in the garden 

these last few dry days pruning and 

# dying up and this year especially I 

have been plan# ng many more bulbs 

in an# cipa# on of a much needed 

explosion of colour and joy in spring.

The garden birdfeeders are full of 

nuts and seeds providing many hours 

of interest watching the birds eagerly 

building up reserves for the cold days to 

come. Their feeding is only interrupted 

by the appearance of the pesky grey 

squirrels, although it is also fun to 

watch their show of acroba# cs.

As the days grow colder there is great 

comfort in spending some leisurely # me 

reading through the seed catalogues 

and planning next year’s gardening 

season. 

Hazel Mulberry
Secretary

Stewarton Gardening Club

Insurance Rebate
Thank you to all clubs who responded 

to our request for detail on ac# vi# es 

curtailed and cancelled due to the 

pandemic. The informa# on provided 

has been useful and having spoken 

to our broker I am confi dent we 

will achieve a rebate on this year’s 

premiums – although I have no way of 

quan# fying this at present. Informa# on 

has been passed to our broker who will 

discuss with the insurers, Aviva, and 

report back to us on the outcome of 

the discussions.

As soon as we have some progress to 

report we will be in touch with clubs. In 

the mean# me, fi ngers crossed and stay 

safe.

Andrea McDowall
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Garden Therapy
As the undoubtedly necessary COVID 

restric# ons have dragged on through 

2020, I’m sure most of us feel that 

we’ve missed-out on a favourite 

ac# vity or special event. In the case of 

folk reading this newsle& er, something 

gardening-related is probably at or close 

to the top of your list. Spare a thought 

therefore for pa# ents subject to long-

term hospitalisa# on while recovering 

from the likes of spinal injuries, neuro-

surgery or coping with terminal illness.

The therapeu# c benefi ts of carry-

ing out gardening ac# vi# es or just 

spend ing # me in gardens are widely 

recognised. Some hospital pa# ents 

have good access to well set-up garden 

spaces, but sadly others are not so 

fortunate.

My a& en# on was recently drawn to 

this subject by an on-line fundraising 

compe# # on run by Friends of the 

Neuro Ward in Aberdeen to give their 

rather # red looking garden at Woodend 

Hospital a thorough make-over. People 

were invited to submit photographs 

of their garden borders for judging by 

our very own honorary president, Jim 

McColl, who is suppor# ng the project.

If your group or individual members 

assist your local hospital garden in any 

way, we say well done – please share 

your story with us via the Newsle& er.

If not, please consider making contact 

with your local hospital and off er 

support of any kind to their exis# ng 

garden or help to revive one that’s 

become dilapidated, or set up a new 

one.

Tom Campbell

a fully biodegradable glove, but I have 

not seen that in the shops yet.

No-one to buy presents for? Why not 

just treat yourself!

Sue Thomas
Badenoch Gardening Club

newtonmorewildfl owers.blogspot.com/

The garden at 

the Neuro-ward 

Aberdeen
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The Burnside in Dollar is a major feature 

of the town, with the burn rushing down 

from the hills. It is famous for the cherry 

trees which line it – they look magnifi cent 

in May when the blossom is out.

As 2020 has been such a diffi  cult year 

for so many people, it was decided to 

add to this spring display for 2021 with 

bulbs planted in circles on the banks 

of the burn. On the last weekend of 

October, in dismal weather, families 

turned out to plant 2,020 crocus and 

narcissus bulbs. On the Friday before, 

volunteers had removed over 800 

plugs with bulb planters, which made 

the job very simple on Saturday. Each 

family group had an allocated # me to 

a$ end to allow for social distancing. It 

was interes# ng to see the age range of 

people who wanted to be involved in 

a posi# ve ac# vity. Everyone now has 

something to look forward to in 2021 

as they walk around the town.

Margaret Stephenson

Dollar Hor! cultural and Garden Club
with Dollar in Bloom
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the water uptake. The commercial 

compost, which had six weeks of feed 

in it, resulted in very tall tomato plants. 

Happily we ended up with an excellent 

crop of yellow tomatoes, the offi  cial 

round cherry ones and a yellow plum  

variety which are seldom seen in the 

shops. We must at some point have 

bought a mixed punnet of tomatoes, 

one of which was a yellow plum, and 

it made it through to become a next 

genera# on plant. Following the method 

from Gardener’s World, we are taking 

seeds to try and get more yellow plum 

tomatoes next year.

A variety of bees and bu$ erfl ies took 

advantage of our plants: bees enjoyed 

the early summer orange globe buddleia 

and later a white buddleia for bu$ er-

fl ies. In addi# on, the Inula is always a 

favourite. Other delights this year are 

those plants which hide amongst the 

perennials and then make a colourful 

appearance: pink erythronium in spring, 

blue mecanopsis, poppies, a white iris, 

pale pink schizostylus with amerines.

In the greenhouse we planted a Glo-

riosa (it comes as a large tuber) which 

fi lled one wall with greenery and spec-

tacular fl owers. We also had Morning 

Glory, but it did nothing as it was eat-

en by greenfl y. Our two adopted chilli 

plants gave us fi ve chillies and were 

home to a variety of pests. 

So, as usual in a gardening year, we 

had some brilliant successes and some 

sad disappointments. All of which just 

makes us think, both from a personal 

point of view and as BoWHS members, 

what shall we do next year? We are 

looking forward hopefully to a brighter 

future in the garden.

Bu� erfl y on the Inula

Donald Hepburn
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This gardening year has been very dif-

ferent for the BoWHS. There have 

been fewer chances to get together 

as a group, to share ideas, go on out-

ings, update our knowledge on garden-

ing and chat to other members about 

changes to our own plots. The plan 

to hand out chilli plants at the annual 

plant sale was abandoned; though we 

did manage to donate some to people 

round the village. The follow-up event, 

where we would share the fruits of our 

labours and get local school children to 

share their experience of growing chil-

lies, was also scuppered by regula! ons.

We have managed to maintain contact 

with the membership by means of 

newsle" ers going out through our 

new Facebook page and our expanded 

contact informa! on (e-mail addresses 

were sought to allow us to keep people 

updated regularly about the eff ect of 

government decisions on our mee! ngs), 

and through hard copies of newsle" ers 

being sent to those members with no 

access to a computer. We decided not 

to set up on-line get-togethers, as this 

would exclude members without the 

necessary technology. The planned 

events for the current year are, as with 

most of society, on hold; we may be 

able to use the ideas for the coming 

session, but we will wait and see.

Our own gardening year has been very 

diff erent, with no lengthy holidays giving 

more opportunity to grow things which 

need a bit of a" en! on, and the chance 

to chart the progress of plants from bud 

through to fabulous autumn colour. 

We “cold” compost, i.e. put food scraps 

and garden waste in a compost bin, 

layer it up ! ll it’s full, leave it alone for 

a while, turn it, leave it alone, riddle 

it and then use it as a mulch or for 

star! ng off  seeds. This means seeds 

are not destroyed in the compos! ng 

process, so although weeds are never 

knowingly put into the bin, unexpected 

plants do pop up in the garden – this 

year it was campanula and nightshade. 

In addi! on, this year’s home-made 

compost provided two tomato plants, 

and these were planted alongside two 

“proper” yellow tomato plants. We had 

been advised to cut a growbag in half 

and put a small plant into each; easily 

done, though it made it diffi  cult to judge 

Bridge of Weir Hor� cultural Society

www.sco%  shgardenersforum.org.uk  page 9

garden many ! mes. I’ve zig-zagged it. 

I’ve looked from the middle in every 

direc! on, and from the house, and 

from the back fence. There’s Sorbaria 

suckering everywhere; a briar rose 

coming up through the gravel on the 

driveway; a border full of ground 

elder and another of comfrey, which 

does have its usefulness for feeds and 

compost, but not in a border next to the 

house.

Then there’s a rockery somewhere 

under an aster, 3&  high and spreading 

8&  across. 

There’s lots of birch saplings searching 

for light at the bo" om of the garden. 

An Elder that’s more like an oak tree 

and dots of hawthorn along a fence 

line. Neither tree nor hedge, just dots. 

So, yes, a bit of a taming project ahead.

Already the garden has brought us 

pleasure. We’ve loved watching the 

goldfi nches feeding on the fl uff y aster 

seed heads (note made: “keep a small 

Ozothamnus Silver Jubilee (Part 2)

In the Summer newsle" er I wrote a short 

ar! cle about the under-used shrub, 

Ozothamnus Silver Jubilee. I said that I 

would hate to be without Ozothamnus 

Silver Jubilee, Lonicera syringantha 

and Viburnum bodnantense Dawn. 

Li" le did I know then that by the ! me 

the next newsle" er would be printed 

I’d have moved house and have a 

much larger garden, but one bere&  of 

my must-have three shrubs. 

One day, in the not so distant future, 

I will have those three shrubs again. 

I started preparing for that day, 

before we moved. I took cu%  ngs of 

Ozothamnus and Lonicera. I’m pleased 

to say both have rooted. They should 

be ready for plan! ng out in 3-5 years. 

But will I be ready for them? 

I’ve wandered up and down my new 

Ü
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sec! on of the aster and plant more 

varie! es throughout the borders”).

We eagerly look out the kitchen 

window mid-morning to see if the 

red squirrel has arrived for its daily 

search of buried treasure (note made: 

“research best trees and shrubs for red 

squirrels”). We have never had such 

busy bird feeders. All the birds await 

their feas! ng ! me in a rowan outside 

the bedroom window (note made: 

“Can we prune the rowan somehow 

so the bedroom isn’t in night mode all 

the ! me?”). A never-ending list goes 

on. So many decisions to be made! 

Where is the best place for the 

compost and leaf bin, the veg patch 

and fruit trees? Suddenly my garden 

doesn’t seem so big a# er all (note 

made: “REMEMBER to leave space for 

my li$ le Ozothamnus Silver Jubilee to 

be planted 2023, hopefully!”).

Caroline Mathias
SGF Secretary
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Not long un! l the big day: if you 

haven’t completed your pressie list yet 

then there’s s! ll ! me, so don’t panic. 

I always fi nd that if I just need li$ le 

bits and bobs to fi nish my Christmas 

shopping then the place to go is the 

Garden Centre. It might also be a li$ le 

less hec! c than the high street this 

year, so here are some of my favourite 

sugges! ons.

Fill a pair of gardening gloves with 

packets of seed. Be adventurous and 

go for the craziest you can fi nd. Last 

year I received purple carrots, white 

beetroot, asparagus peas, green love 

lies bleeding and, believe it or not, 

‘Grow your own Loofa’. I have to say 

that this pressie is one that I have 

enjoyed all year through, sowing and 

growing and ea! ng the vegetables.

One of the most successful gi# s I 

have ever given to ‘the man who has 

everything’ was a bird feeding sta! on: 

a long pole that goes into the ground 

with various feeders and watering dish 

down the length of the stem. Most 

garden centres have a full stock of 

wildlife feeders in at this ! me of year 

with associated products such as seeds, 

nuts and bird spo%  ng books.

Think of all the things that you need but 

can never fi nd when you’re out in the 

garden, and make a gardener’s survival 

kit for a gi# : fi ll a plas! c or wooden 

trug with things such as string, scissors, 

labels, wire and plas! c plant ! es, 

pencils and a notebook, a gardener’s 

thermos mug, even a bo$ le of wine. 

(Maybe that’s just my own personal 

gardener’s survival kit.)

Of course, when you shop at the local 

garden centre you are also likely to fi nd 

a nice cup of coff ee and a large piece of 

cake to keep your gardening strength 

up!

If you are really stuck for a present 

and can’t fi nd the ! me to get out then 

don’t despair – what about last minute 

internet shopping: for the gardener 

who has everything – why not give 

them a year’s subscrip! on to one of the 

gardening magazines; Gardeners World, 

Gardens Illustrated, Homes and Gardens 

are all available on the internet. You can 

order the magazine for January delivery 

and download a gi#  card to give to the 

recipient.

So, happy garden shopping, and Merry 

Christmas!

Ann Burns

Last minute shopping?

Wullie the wretched Weevil,

Has a really nasty bite,

And if he fi nds your Fuchsias,

They will be a dreadful sight.

Brenda the beau� ful Bu� ercup,

Sneaking in and out your plot,

Pretends she’s a pre� y lady

But you and I know she’s not.

Ber� e the bloomin Blackspot,

Plaguing every Rose in bloom, 

Some� mes it really feels like,

Gardening is doom and gloom!

Then one sunny summer’s day,

Cu�  ngs start to shoot,

Birds and bees and bu� erfl ies,

A garden full of fruit.

(tune – Rudolph)



Pull Out 
Form

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
It is nearly membership renewal � me. Please fi nd the renewal 

form overleaf.

If you pay by standing order you will not need to fi ll this in 

unless your contact person has changed as we will need the 

data protec� on informa� on. 

Membership fees and Public Liability Insurance (PLI) have been 

kept at the present level for another year. Membership runs 

from 1st Feb, to 31st Jan. 

Can you please include an email address, if you have one, as we 

are trying to cut down on postage costs so that we can keep 

membership fees as low as possible.

If you will not be renewing your membership this year, please 
let us know, and tell us the reason, before 1st February. This 

is especially important if your club takes PLI as the SGF has to 

pay the insurance premium on 1st February. If you do not let us 

know you are not renewing your club will s� ll be liable for its PLI 

payment. 

If you change your contact person, please let us know so that 

we can ensure that newsle! ers and any other informa� on goes 

to the correct person and that we have permission on how you 

prefer to be contacted

If you feel that we can help in any way, please get in touch with 

any member of the commi! ee. You can fi nd contact details in 

this newsle! er on page 19, or on the website.

Mike Rossi, Membership Secretary

membership@sco�  shgardenersforum.org.uk

Pull Out Form



 
Membership & Public Liability Insurance Renewal 2021/2022 

BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 
 

Name of Society............................................................................ 

........................................................................……….....................  

Name of Contact........................................................................... 

Address....................................................……............................... 

……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………… 

Post Code..........................…   Tel...............….............................. 
Mobile………………………………… 

Email........................................................................................ 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION  FROM 01/02/21UNTIL 31/01/22            

NO OF CLUB MEMBERS........ 

1-50 members - £15 /   51 + members - £25               £_______         

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE – 

Premium for cover until 31/01/22 - £65.                 £_______            

            or                                                                

PUBLIC LIABILITY  + PRODUCT LIABILITY INSURANCE –  

Premium for cover until 31/01/22 - £121                £_______   

 

TOTAL REMITTANCE ENCLOSED                      £ _______  

 

Signature............................................... Date................................ 

Please return with remittance (make cheques payable to Scottish 
Gardeners Forum) to the Membership Secretary: Mrs Mike Rossi, 
98 Main Street, Coaltown of Balgonie, Glenrothes, KY7 6HZ, Tel: 
01592 771541:     

cottish 

 

If you pay by standing order you will not need to fill in a 

renewal form unless your contact person has changed  

 
Please fill this in if new member or if contact person has 
changed (required for data protection) 
How would you like us to contact you 

  Yes            No 

Post    o    o 

Email    o   o 

Telephone  o   o 

Text   o   o 

 

Your information will only be used for the purposes of the Scottish 

Gardeners’ Forum and will not be shared with any other organisation. 

It will be held securely on the Membership Secretary’s database for a period 

of two years but if you would like it changed or deleted before that please 

get in touch with the membership secretary  

For full information see our Privacy Policy on our web site. 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Printed name: …………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Date: ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
If your club is holding a show or event open to the general public this year 

(not normal club meetings) please can you let us know ASAP so that it 

can be published in the newsletter before the event. 
Any other gardening type events taking place in your area would also be 

welcome.  

Please let us know Club Name, Event, Venue and Date 

This can be done by post or email to the membership secretary 
membership@scottishgardenersforum.org.uk 


